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The Numerical Features of the Book of Genesis 
A New Approach to its Compositional Structure 
Please read the Introduction to the Project 
Part II, Genesis 5,1-6,8  The Toledoth of Adam 
Verses Texts Words Letters  Sum words P/S Compositional Structure 
1 Gen 5,1 12 44  12  Heading and Prologue: 
2 Gen 5,2 11 42  23/23 S      God created and blessed human beings 
3 Gen 5,3 12 47  35  1st Generation: Adam 
4 Gen 5,4 13 49  48   
5 Gen 5,5 12 41  60/37 S      Lifespan: 930 years 
6 Gen 5,6 9+ 31  69  2nd Generation: Seth 
7 Gen 5,7 14+ 55  83   
8 Gen 5,8 11=34(2x17) 38  94/34(2x17) S      Lifespan: 912 years 
9 Gen 5,9 7 27  101  3rd Generation: Enosh 
10 Gen 5,10 15 60  116   
11 Gen 5,11 10 36  126/32 S     Lifespan: 905 years 
12 Gen 5,12 7 29  133  4th Generation: Kenan 
13 Gen 5,13 14 61  147   
14 Gen 5,14 10 36  157/31 S      Lifespan: 910 years 
15 Gen 5,15 9+ 35  166  5th Generation: Mahalalel 
16 Gen 5,16 14+ 59  180   
17 Gen 5,17 11=34(2x17) 44  191/34(2x17) S      Lifespan: 895 years 
18 Gen 5,18 10 37  201  6th Generation: Jared 
19 Gen 5,19 12 48  213   
20 Gen 5,20 11 40  224/33 P      Lifespan: 962 years 
21 Gen 5,21 8 32  232  7th Generation: Enoch 
22 Gen 5,22 14 60  246   
23 Gen 5,23 10 35  256   
24 Gen 5,24 9 37  265/41 P      Lifespan: 365 years 
25 Gen 5,25 10 39  275  8th Generation: Methuselah 
26 Gen 5,26 15+ 64  290   
27 Gen 5,27 11=26 42  301/36 P      Lifespan: 969 years 
28 Gen 5,28 9 34  310  9th Generation: Lamech 
29 Gen 5,29 15 60 31 325   
30 Gen 5,30 15+ 57  340   
31 Gen 5,31 11=26 39  351/50 S    Lifespan: 777 years. Total: 7625 years 
32 Gen 5,32 14+ 39  365  10th Generation: Noah begets 3 sons 
33 Gen 6,1 11+ 38  376  Humans spread and daughters are born: 
34 Gen 6,2 15+ 54  391  Sons of gods impregnate these women. 
35 Gen 6,3 15+ 57 32 406  YHWH limits man’s lifespan: 120 years. 
36 Gen 6,4 23=78(3x26) 88  429/78(3x26) P     Emergence of the primeval giants 
37 Gen 6,5 15+ 48 33 444  Epilogue: wickedness of human beings - 
38 Gen 6,6 10+ 35 34 454  YHWH regrets that he had made them 
39 Gen 6,7 22+ 78 35 476  and resolves to wipe them off the earth. 
40 Gen 6,8 5=52(2x26) 17 36 481/52(2x26)    P Noah, however, has won God’s favour. 
40 vss 5,1-6,8 481 1812 6x 481   
Observation 1  The Toledoth of Adam has a very regular structure, consistently indicated by the 
layout markers. It is concluded by the 52 (2x26) words of the Epilogue (6,5-8) dealing with YHWH’s 
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resolve to wipe the human race from the face of the earth because of their wickedness. Moreover, it 
functions as a cliffhanger anticipating The Toledoth of Noah and the Story of the Flood. 
It is interersting to see that the paragraphs about Seth and Mahelalel are both highlighted by being 
composed of 34 (2x17) words. This highlighting, in this case by means of 26 words, also applies to 
part of the Methuselah paragraph (5,26-27) and part of the Lamech paragraph (5,30-31). Finally, the 
10th Generation (5,32-6,4) is specifically underlined by its 78 (3x26) words. 














































The layout of the text speaks 

































Enoch, the progenitor of the 
7th generation, is a special 
case: his remarkable lifespan 
of 365 years and his death 
explained as ‘God had taken 
















































2 + 20 = 22 
 
5 
Total Narrative: 429 (33x13) 
Observation 2  From a numerical point of view, there is nothing significant about the two divine 
speeches, except that the first speech, in which God denies human beings (mortal flesh) eternal life 
by limiting their lifespan to 120 years, consists of 13 words.  This may be interpreted as a deliberate 
choice, because 13 represents the numerical value of , ‘One’, an element in the well-known 
YHWH-’èchad formula signifying YHWH’s uniqueness. The use of the number 13 symbolically denotes 
that eternal life is YHWH’s unique prerogative – compare Gen 3,22! No wonder that the total number 
of words in the narrative sections amount to 429, which is 33 x 13 (336+40+48+5=429). 
Noteworthy is that the words devoted to Lamech’s speech in 5,29 (15) and YHWH’s two speeches in 
6,3 and 7 (15+22= 37), including the introductions, amount to 52 (2x26). 
Observation 3 What is most significant about the divine speeches is that there are altogether 
exactly 26 in Gen 1,1-6,8, that is to say, in the Prologue [1,1-2,3], the two prediluvian Toledoth: The 
Toledoth of the World [Part I: 2,4-4,26] and The Toledoth of Adam [Part II: 5,1-6,8], with 78 (3x26) 
words in the introductions, while the speeches as such have 1521 (117x13 or 39x39) letters. The 
number 39 represents the numerical value of the well-known YHWH-’échâd formula (26+13=39). 
Here is an overview of the significant numerical features of the 26 divine speeches: 
The Texts Speeches DSF DS Total words Letters 
The Prologue (1,1-2,3) 11 28 166 194 620 
Part I, Sections I-II (2,4-3,24) 9 34 (2x17) 156 (6x26) 190 563 
Part I, Section III (4,1-26) 4 12  66 78 (3x26) 221(13x17) 
Part II  (5,1-6,8) 2  4  33 37 117(9x13) 
Genesis 1,1-6,8 26 78 (3x26) 421 499 1521(39x39) 
Observation 4 The fact that, in terms of the divine speeches, the text is rounded off at this point 
is an important piece of evidence that there is a strong caesura after Gen 6,8 (indicated by a P). This 
means that the Story of Noah and the Flood does not begin at 6, 1 (according to the chapter division 
in most modern translations), or at 6,5 (as proposed by modern commentators, e.g., E.A. Speiser in 
The Anchor Bible, C. Westermann in BKAT, A. van Selms in POT, and W. Gispen in COT, and in some 
translations, e.g., the Jerusalem Bibles (French, English, and German versions), the Dutch NBG and 
NBV), but only at 6,9, which is clearly indicated by the heading of the Toledoth of Noah. 
Observation 5 The Toledoth of Adam is, on the one hand, closely linked to the Toledoth of the 
World (Part I) by the fact that they have altogether 1462 (86x17) words, and on the other hand, 
intimately connected to the Toledoth of Noah and his Sons (Part III) by having altogether 187 (11x17) 
verses. See “The Numerical Features of the ElevenToledoth”, pp 3-4 of the Prologue. 
